










AWARDS AND HONORS 

Chao Cheng!

Rising Stars Award funded by Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT)

Quinn Ostrom

Enrico Anglesio Prize, International Association of Cancer Registries!

Jeremy Schraw

Young Investigator Talent Award, International Society of Pediatric Oncology (SIOP)

Aaron Thrift

American Gastroenterological Association (AGA) Institute Clinical Guidelines Commit-
tee

 

CARE Team 

The Section of Epidemiology and Population 
Sciences instituted a CARE Team. Responsible 
for recognizing academic achievement and pro-
moting employee wellness activities. !
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Younghun Han and Jinyoung Byun, EPI/ICTR - 
Annual Volunteer Day

Katelin Reishus - Annual Volunteer Day - Project 
C.U.R.E.

Jesus Sotelo - Annual Volunteer Day



RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

CHRIS AMOS

U01CA230997-01 (PI: Kanwal) NIH/NCI $505,467 09/01/2018 – 08/31/2023

Risk Stratification for Early Detection of Liver Cancer 
The Translational Research Center (TRC) includes a multidisciplinary team of clinical and translational re-
searchers that has a strong record of accomplishment of collaborative work, with the collective mission of 
reducing the burden of HCC.

U01CA196386 & CA196386S1 NCI/NIH $804,583 09/01/2015 – 08/31/2020 

Center for Molecular and Cellular Findings of Screen-Detected Lung Lesions  
This grant coordinates design and analysis of a network of grants involved in molecular studies of screen de-
tected lesions. Additionally, we will support data collection across the network. 

1R01CA186566 (PI: Hassan, 
Amos, Roberts) 

NIH/NCI $98,125 (sub) 04/01/2015 – 06/30/2019 

Genome-Wide Association Study (GWAS) in Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC)
This grant studies genetic and environmental contributions to the development of Hepatocellular Carcinoma 
in U.S. populations. Genetic effects will be elucidated with a genome-wide association study and environmen-
tal effects will be studied by Mendelian Randomization and mediation analyses. 

1P30ES030285-01 (PI:  Walker) NIH/NIEHS $1,000,000 04/01/2019 – 03/31/2024 

Gulf Coast Center for Precision Environmental Health
The GC-CEPH will be the focal point and catalyst for impactful EHS research, bi-directional communication 
with local communities and stakeholders, and the engine driving translation of precision environmental health 
research advances to improve human health. 

1R01CA239342-01(PI: Wang) NIH/NCI $9,282 (sub only) 04/01/2019 – 03/31/2023 

Statistical methods and tools for cancer risk prediction in families with germline mutations in TP53  
To improve the clinical management of individuals with a family history of early-onset cancers by developing 
mathematical models to assess 1) germline mutation carrier probability prior to TP53 testing and 2) the abso-
lute lifetime risk of developing cancers in individuals with TP53 mutations. 

RR170048 CPRIT $1,200,000 09/01/2017 – 08/31/2022 

Evaluating Lung Cancer Etiology and Risk through Clinical and Genomic Analysis
The goal of this grant is to identify and characterize genomic features of early stage lung cancer lesions that 
predict recurrence. 

MELISSA BONDY

1U19CA214254-01-A1 NIH/NCI $217,776 (sub only) 07/01/2018 – 06/30/2023
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Research on Prostate Cancer in African American Men
The overall goal of this proposal is to better understand and define the roles of genetics, immunity, and 
access to care among African American men with prostate cancer.

51R01CA232754-01                                  NIH/NCI $954,904 05/09/2019 - 04/30/2023

(MPI) Characterizing germline and somatic alterations by glioma subtypes and clinical outcome. 
The overall goal of this proposal is to identify interactions between germline risk SNPs, somatic muta-
tions, and clinical outcomes in glioma patients.

CHAO CHENG

1R21CA227996 NIH/NCI $217,776 
(sub only)

04/01/2019 – 03/31/2021

Computational Identification of new candidate drugs for lung cancer treatment
The major goal of this project is to integrate genomic data and population-based longitudinal health-
care data to identify new candidate drugs for the treatment of lung cancer from FDA approved drugs. 

RR180061 CPRIT $1,200,000 04/01/2019 – 03/31/2021

Integrative computational approaches for improving cancer immunotherapy
The major goal of this project is to develop computational models that integrate diverse genomic data 
to categorize cancer types and stratify patients within a cancer type to improve treatment efficacy of 
immunotherapy.

R01CA225028-01A1 (PI: Turk) NIH/NCI $9,557 (sub only) 02/01/2018 – 01/31/2023

Tissue resident memory T cell responses to Cancer
The major goal of this project is to test the hypotheses that a diverse complement of functional mem-
ory T cells in peripheral tissues underlies the durable tumor immunity observed in mice and melanoma 
patients with vitiligo and other cutaneous inflammatory events.

AARON THRIFT

P30 CA0125123-S (PI: Os-
bourne, CK)

Pilot Award NCI $50,000                                                                          01/01/2019 – 12/31/2019

The gut microbiome in cirrhosis and Hepatocellular carcinoma
The goal of this study is to characterize the gut microbiome in cirrhosis patients and examine for differences 
by race/ethnicity and underlying etiology

P30 CA0125123-S (PI: Os-
bourne, CK)

Pilot Award NCI $50,000     06/01/2018 - 05/30/2019                                        

Admixture mapping of cirrhosis and Hepatocellular carcinoma in African Americans
The goal of this study is to discover genes that underlie ethnic variation in risk of cirrhosis and, in an 
exploratory aim, how this variation relates to risk of Hepatocellular carcinoma.

PP160089 CPRIT $494,590 09/01/2016 – 08/31/2019

PREVENT HCC – through Screening, Vaccination and Treatment of Viral Hepatitis
The goal of this study is to reduce liver cancer incidence in high-risk residents of Harris County, TX 
through education, screening, vaccination and treatment.
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