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Mission, Vision, Values

Mission 
Baylor College of Medicine is a health 
sciences university that creates 
knowledge and applies science and 
discoveries to further education, 
healthcare and community service 
locally and globally. 

Vision 
Improving health through science, 
scholarship and innovation.
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The Texas Medical Center
BCM helped found the TMC in 1948

The College moved into the heart of the Texas Medical Center in 1948.

Rice University



Historical Timeline

Founded in 
Dallas

Affiliated with 
Baylor 

University

Moved to 
Houston

Separated from 
Baylor 

University

1900 1903 1943 1969

So, when asked about our 
football or basketball team, 
the correct answer is, not 

ours.

Robert Emmett Bledsoe Baylor (1793-1873) 
Kentucky-born son of a Revolutionary War hero, 
Lawyer and Judge, came to Texas at age 46, 
among founders of Baylor University (1845).



The Texas Medical Center – Today



The Texas Medical Center – Tomorrow 
Helix Park/Dynamic One - Now Open!

Dynamic One Building – Texas Medical Center Helix Park  
Baylor has leased approximately 110,000 square feet of space 
in the Dynamic One building, part of Texas Medical Center’s 
Helix Park. This state-of-the-art research space will place 
laboratories in a landscape where commercialization can be 
fostered, close to patient care on the McNair Campus, driving 
the translation of science and data to improve therapeutics 
and patient outcomes.



The Texas Medical Center – BCM/St Luke’s 
DLDCCC in McNair Campus O’Quinn Tower

The recently completed 12-story 
O’Quinn Medical Tower at Baylor 
St. Luke’s - McNair Campus is the 
new clinical home for the 
nationally ranked Dan L Duncan 
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

The expanded cancer center will 
offer radiation therapy and other 
diagnostic and treatment services, 
as well as multiple specialized 
oncology clinics and an infusion 
center.



Total Research Funding: $>650M 
Total NIH Funding $420M (2023) 
20th among medical schools in total NIH funding 
1st in Texas since 1992 

5 Top 10 departments in NIH funding:  
Molecular & Cellular Biology (4) 
Molecular & Human Genetics (#1 since 2011) 
Neuroscience (4) 
Pediatrics (2) 
Neurosurgery (9)



The largest medical 
complex in the world! 

Nurtures cross-
departmental and cross-
institutional collaboration, 
creativity and innovation. 

CCB captures that spirit 
perfectly with a large, 
collaborative inter-
departmental, and 
interactive Ph.D. program. 

https://www.tmc.edu/
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Current Enrollment: 607 

Domestic: 383 

International: 224 

Male: 247 

Female: 360 

Underrepresented in Science: 144 

Average time to Degree: 5.91 Years     
(National Average 6.9)

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences



Student Resources

Graduate Student Council 

Association for Graduate 
Student Diversity 

Peer Mentoring  

Health and Wellness 

Career Development Center 

Networking and Student 
Engagement 

Beyond the Lab



CAREER PATHS: Positions currently held by BCM alumni whose research focused on cancer and cell biology include:  
Associate Professor, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Assistant Professor, Vanderbilt University 
Chair of Pharmacology and Cancer Biology, Duke University School of Medicine  
Chemist, United States Army Corps of Engineers  
Commercial Manager, Shell Oil  
Principal Investigator, Neural Stem Cell Institute  
Postdoctoral Associate, BCM  
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Iowa Carver College of Medicine  
Professor, BCM and Pathologist-in-Chief, Texas Children’s Hospital  
Professor, Texas A&M University  
Professor, University of California, San Francisco  
Research Scientist, National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences, NIH 
Scientist, Thermo Fisher Scientific 
Scientist, National institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
Senior Scientist, Shattuck Labs 

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

IMBS 
graduates



CCB Program Curriculum



• ~600 Graduate faculty 
➢1/2 PhD 
➢1/3 MD 
➢1/6 MD/PhD 

• ~125 Graduate level courses 
• Graduate students can take 

courses at other TMC 
institutions

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences
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CCB Program
Program Director: 
David L. Nelson, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Molecular & Human Genetics

CCB students:  109, 43 international 
CCB faculty:    >135

Associate Directors: 
Rachel Arey, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Molecular & Cellular Biology 

Weei-Chin Lin, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor 
Medicine-Hematology/Oncology 

Stephanie Pangas, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Pathology & Immunology 

Fred Pereira, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Molecular & Cellular Biology

Program Executive Committee: 
Andre Catic, M.D., Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Molecular & Cellular Biology 

Eric Chang, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Lester & Sue Smith Breast Center 

Suzanne Fuqua, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Lester & Sue Smith Breast Center 

Furqan Fazal, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Biochemistry & Molecular Pharmacology

Program Executive Committee (cont): 
Daniel Lacorazza, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Pathology & Immunology  

Sean Hartig, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Medicine-Endocrinology 

Susan Marriott, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Virology & Microbiology 

David Rowley, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Molecular & Cellular Biology 

Zheng Zhou, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Biochemistry & Molecular Pharmacology 

Chenghang Zong, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Molecular & Human Genetics



Cross-Cutting Curriculum 
Develop the Deep Knowledge and Transferable Skills 
You Need to Succeed Across Career Paths

Image: Keymedia Solutions

You will gain: 
• Deep knowledge in your specific 

area of focus 
• Broad knowledge of in a variety 

of areas including: 
• Human Subjects Research 
• Ethics 
• Leadership 
• Teamwork 
• Communications 
• Mentoring 
• And more…
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CCB Research Discovery, Design, Grant Writing 
 and Electives & Workshops

Research

Develop Thesis 
Project

Assemble Thesis 
Advisory 

Committee

Take Qualifying 
Exam

YEAR 2

Develop Skills &
 Explore InterestsResearch, Research, ResearchYEAR 3+

Certificate of Added Qualification & Workshops

YEAR 1

Research Rotations Select Mentor

Program & Elective CoursesFoundations: Molecules to 
Systems & Biostatistics

CCB Seminar, Readings, and Journal Club

Research Career Development Plan



Research Career Development Plan, details
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Co-Directors: Fred Pereira and Stephanie Pangas



Research Career Development Plan, details

Associate Director: Stephanie Pangas

The Student Research Seminar course meets every Monday afternoon, with two formal 
25 minute presentations from students in their 2nd, 3rd and 4th years. A question/
answer session follows for 5 to 10 minutes. Fellow students ask questions that display 
an amazing degree of intellectual rigor and analysis, and presenters receive written 
critiques on their presentation style and content from their classmates as well as 
feedback from faculty directors.

As a result of this course (both giving your own presentation, but also critiquing others), 
you will develop seminar skills that rival those of any Ph.D. student in the U.S. You will 
also have the opportunity for dialogue and exchange that often results in collaborative 
studies between students in the program. You will follow the research progress of your 
peers and learn state of the art methods, models and technologies.



Teaching

@BCM

Undergrads

K-12

Career 
Exploration

Job 
Shadowing

Consulting 
Club

Workshops

Internships

Courses @TMC

Rice 
University

University 
of Texas 

Texas A&M 
University

University 

of Houston

Seminars, Journal 
Clubs and 

Workshops

@BCM

@TMC

More...

Career, Education, and Research Flexibility

✓   Flexibility to pursue your interests 
✓   Teaching is an option rather than a requirement



Clinical Translational Research CAQ

https://www.bcm.edu/education/graduate-school-of-biomedical-
sciences/degree-programs-and-certificates/clinical-translational-research



Biomedical Education CAQ
The Biomedical Educator CAQ (BE-CAQ) is designed 
to give graduate students the opportunity to receive 
additional training & skills development in teaching. 
Participants will receive classroom training in teaching 
skills and contemporary teaching technology.  They will 
also participate in practical opportunities to practice 
teaching skills and be evaluated. Participating faculty 
include members of the Department of Education, 
Innovation & Technology, as well as experienced 
educators among the BCM graduate faculty.

The program begins each year in January and has a 
10-18 month time to completion.  The program is open 
to students who have achieved candidacy and have 
already completed their pre-candidacy coursework 
requirements.   Many students who serve as teaching 
assistants in graduate courses apply to the BE-CAQ 
program to continue their training as educators. 
Applications are accepted each fall.

Fundamental Teaching Skills   
The course is designed to introduce students to 
education fundamentals like planning learning 
objectives, common learning technologies, 
syllabus development, lecture presentation 
skills, active learning, facilitating small group 
learning, and students engagement.  

Technology in Teaching  
This course covers a broad selection of current 
and forthcoming academic technologies and 
provides learners with hands-on experience in 
designing active learning lessons that are 
enhanced through the integration of technology 
in both hybrid and face-to-face learning 
environments.

Teaching Practicum   
Students are provided the opportunity to apply 
teaching skills in a variety of formats both 
inside and outside BCM.  Part of the practical 
training will include evaluation by a member of 
the faculty.

https://www.bcm.edu/education/graduate-school-of-
biomedical-sciences/degree-programs-and-certificates/
biomedical-educator-certificate-of-added-qualification



Research
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Cancer and Cell Biology
~135 Faculty with diverse research interests

Cancer is a significant focus, but Cell Biology encompasses most of biomedical research!
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Dan L Duncan Cancer Center
NIH-Designated Comprehensive Cancer Center



28 Advanced Technology Core Facilities 
In addition to the Cancer Center, 

numerous NIH-funded Research Centers



2025-26 $40,000



City Stipend needed to 
match BCM

Houston $40,000
Boston $61,942
New York City $99,295
Washington, DC $57,716
Chicago $49,900
Minneapolis $39,231
St. Louis $37,652
Dallas $42,092
Austin $40,854
San Diego $62,455
Los Angeles $64,120
San Francisco $68,431
Seattle $60,662

https://www.nerdwallet.com/cost-of-living-calculator/compare/

Houston is Affordable

Comparison 1/7/26





ACADEMIC SUCCESS CENTER
contact us at academicsuccess@bcm.edu

SERVICES & RESOURCES
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES

Writing consultations (project management, revising & editing)
Goal setting and accountability
Time management 
Study strategies
...and more!

Webinars on time management, study strategies, test taking skills, reading
comprehension, writing skills, and more are available on Blackboard:
Blackboard           Organizations            Academic Success Center 

A 6-part live, virtual writing workshop series is offered each academic year. 

30-min and 1-hr virtual or face-to-face academic advising appointments can be
scheduled at www.bcm.edu/asc:

Within the Academic Success Center study spaces (2nd & 4th floor of DeBakey),
students and trainees have access to free printing services, computers, study
materials, on-call IT technicians, and TMC librarians.

A C A D E M I C  A D V I S I N G  A P P O I N T M E N T
Go to www.bcm.edu/asc > click Schedule Now

BCM Blackboard > Organizations > Academic Success Center
F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

I n s t a g r a m  @ b c m _ a c a d e m i c s u c c e s s



Career

Advising 

"Blown away by how incredible the
feedback was. Best writing appointment
I’ve ever had."  - Medical Student

What learners are saying ... 

C A R E E R  P L A N N I N G  &
G O A L  S E T T I N G  

I N T E R V I E W  P R E P

Develop a job search game plan and/or
work on setting goals for your
Individual Development Plan. 

M A K E  A N  A P P O I N T M E N T
T O D A Y !

S E L F  A S S E S S M E N T

C A R E E R  E X P L O R A T I O N  &  
S E L F  A S S E S S M E N T  

Clarify your skills, interests and values 
 and understand how they relate to

your career planning efforts. 

Receive information on diverse life
science careers and learn how to

navigate online resources  to generate
career path insights tailored to your

professional skills, personal interests
and values. 

C V / R E S U M E  P R E P

Receive feedback to enhance your
application materials. 

Participate in a mock interview and
receive constructive feedback. 

"I received some great information! Thank
you!" - Postbac Student, GSBS

"This is an excellent resource. I feel more
prepared for my job search" 
- PhD Student, GSBS

"I've found this to be a tremendous resource.
The guidance and feedback I've received are
having a huge impact in my preparation to
advance my career." 
- Postdoctoral Fellow

"I completed a mock interview and it was
one of the most valuable experiences I've
had in terms of career prep! I learned a ton
and received wonderful feedback." 
- O&P Student, SHP

Career Development Center

Focus on Careers





Houston is DIVERSE
In racial and ethnic composition, the Houston 
of today very much resembles the U.S. 40 
years hence.

37.3% Anglo 

36.5% Hispanic 

16.9% African American 

7.5% Asian 

1.8% Other
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Houston is AFFORDABLE
Cost of living is 23 percent below the average cost 
of living in the 20 most populous U.S. cities. 

  
First among U.S. cities where paychecks stretch the furthest. 

2nd largest concentration of Fortune 1000 companies in the U.S. 

6th largest U.S. economy and 24th largest in the world.



Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences 
Cancer and Cell Biology Ph.D. Program


