The NIH-funded Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Southern University Collaborative Union for Cancer Research, Education and Disparities (BCM-TSU P20 CURED) is offering a new funding opportunity to foster collaboration between the Dan L Duncan Comprehensive Cancer Center (DLDCCC, an NCI-designated comprehensive cancer center) and Texas Southern University (TSU, a predominantly minority serving institution).

CURED will fund two (2) pilot projects conducted by at least one DLDCCC and one TSU collaborator. These two-year projects will receive a total of $200K (to be split evenly as $50K per institution per year). Funding for year two will be contingent on progress made in the first year and additional matching institutional funds from the DLDCCC.

Projects must be cancer related and the connection between the DLDCCC and TSU components must be clear. 

We welcome investigators of all stages and disciplines, and look forward to receiving bench, translational, clinical, epidemiology, public health and policy-related projects. Submissions will be judged for merit based on the following criteria:
· Significance
· Innovation
· Evidence of collaborative approach between investigators and institutions
· Feasibility
· Likelihood of leading to subsequent funding/award (R01)
· Relevance to catchment area-relevant cancers or research priority areas at TSU (TSU has research programs focusing on breast (community-engaged and laboratory-based) and prostate cancer, for instance, as well as research in environmental toxicity, community engaged research,  pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics, and public health)
· Projects that use DLDCCC shared resources and/or engage Community Outreach and Engagement community or patient/caregiver advisory boards will be given preference

Meritorious projects will be selected by the P20 Internal Advisory Committee (consisting of both BCM and TSU members), as well as representatives from DLDCCC’s Cancer Research Training and Education and Inclusive Leadership and Culture teams and TSU leadership. Finalists will be submitted to the P20 CURED External Advisory Board for ultimate selection. 

The official application will be available on December 15, 2024, and will consist of:

-Specific aims page (limited to 1-page)
-Research strategy (limited to 6 pages)
-Budget and budget justification
-NIH biographical sketches for investigators and key personnel

The deadline for applications is February 17, 2025. 

Awardees will be notified by April 1, 2025, with the award period beginning on July 1, 2025.

For reference, the initial two collaborative pilot projects are described below:

Project 1: Impact of race and ethnicity on outcomes in patients with hormone receptor-positive breast cancer treated with CDK4/6 inhibitors. This collaboration brought together a clinical oncology pharmacist with experience in identifying and addressing drug resistance and disparities that contribute to medication non-adherence (TSU) and an experienced molecular and genetic biologist with specific expertise in breast cancer and health disparities (DLDCCC). 

Project 2: Racial and social contextual factors in relation to epigenome and bladder cancer outcomes. This work was a collaboration between the Director of Urban Planning and Environmental Policy (TSU) and an expert in bladder cancer and the biological basis of cancer health disparities (DLDCCC).

For questions related to this RFA including about appropriateness of projects or help identifying a collaborator at BCM (DLDCCC) or TSU, please email rouce@bcm.edu. 
