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graduate student whose scientific inquisitiveness
was complemented by a genuine commitment to
apply basic research to clinical medicine. He completed
a highly creative and challenging thesis project with
publications in numerous outstanding journals.
Rich’s written dissertation received the Sigma Xi
Excellence Award forthe best dissertation in biological
sciences. His research also resulted in 2 patents
and several industry licensure agreements. During his
training at Baylor, Rich was selected for a fellowship in
Japan and received several national awards for research
excellence.

Having completed his medical school training with
a contagious enthusiasm for the pursuit of knowledge,
Rich was awarded his Ph.D. in 1996 and his M.D. in
1998. His thirst for knowledge was always coupled
with compassion for patients and a commitment to the
delivery of outstanding clinical care. Rich’s excellence
in medical school was evidenced by his election to
AOA, the medical school honor society. He entered the
Baylor College of Medicine Integrated Plastic Surgery

2010: James Kretlow, M.D., Ph.D.
2009:  Dona Murphey, M.D., Ph.D.
2008: David Weksberg, M.D., Ph.D.
2007:  Michiya Nishino, M.D., Ph.D.
2006:  SaraCopeland Shalin, M.D., Ph.D.
2005:  Brenda Bohnsack, M.D., Ph.D.
2004:  Michael Tetzlaff, M.D., Ph.D.
2003: Gautam Bhave, M.D., Ph.D.
2002: ThomasE. Lloyd, M.D., Ph.D.
2001:  Richard D. King, M.D., Ph.D.

Residency Program, and at the time of his death at the
age of 31in 2001 was in his third year of training in this
program.

In addition to being an excellent Physician Scientist,
Rich was a wonderful father and husband. He and his
wife, Nancy, married while they were both in medical
school at Baylor. They have two sons, Richard Ill and
William Chandler.

Many faculty members and Baylor College of
Medicine classmates have come forward to assist in
the effort to establish an endowed fund in memory
of Rich. His contagious smile, his compassion, and his
love of knowledge endeared him to all of us. We are
honored to work with Rich’s friends, colleagues, and
family to recognize his outstanding achievements.

Forthetwentieth presentation of the Outstanding
Physician Scientist Award, the committee selected
Eric Molina, M.D., Ph.D. as the recipient. Eric's name has
been added to the commemorative plaque hanging in
the MSTP office of all Outstanding Physician Scientist
Awards granted over the years. Eric will receive a statue
and a cash award for his outstanding contributions to
our program.
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